
 
 

Expedition Itinerary: Fault Line Trek 
 

The Fault Line Trek travels through some of the least-visited and spectacular valleys in all 
of Patagonia, allowing access to the geologically rich Arco Basin and Cachet Fault. It is best 
considered an add-on to the AGT, adding five days to the normal route. It can also be a 
stand-alone ten-day trek. The following itinerary begins from Nido de los Condores, Camp 
5 of the AGT. 
 
Day 1 
Today we will walk the hour down 
from Nido de los Condores to Lago 
Colonia, where we will take a boat 
from the east to west of the four 
kilometer long glacial terminal 
lake, surrounded by jagged 
mountain peaks.  After leaving the 
boat we will walk 30 minutes up to 
camp amongst the moraines of the 
Colonia Glacier. The iceberg filled 
lake is a wonderful backdrop for 
our camp here.  From camp we 
have good time in the afternoon to explore around the terminus of the Colonia Glacier and 
the flood basin of the GLOFs, originating from Cachet Dos. This is a rich and fascinating 
geological area.  (Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Arco Camp) 
 

Day 2 
Today we will begin trekking into 
the Falla Valley, a hanging glacial 
valley 400 meters above the Arco 
Valley that requires a difficult rocky 
access and then a steep shrub-filled 
and forested hill.  It is an ancient 
outflow valley of the Arco Glacier 
and now is in its pristine 
successional process, becoming old 
growth forest.  The Falla Camp 
gives us an excellent window into 
geological time, as we imagine this 
area’s millennia-long transition 
from ice to deep forest. (Included: 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Falla 
Camp) 
 

 



Day 3 
Our day begins with a short, 
two-hour hike up the Falla 
River to our camp at the base 
of the Medalla Pass.  This 
camp is situated perfectly to 
explore the glacial lake of 
Cerro Calvo.  The trek is 
through deep old growth 
forest with stunning views 
that come about on the tops of glacially carved granite domes and drumlins.  We have the 
afternoon to scout out the terrain around the lake and access hanging glaciers of Calvo 
Peak.  (Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Duende Camp) 
 
Day 4 
Today requires an early start. We’ll immediately head uphill for 700 meters of clmbing 
through forested slopes to the pass that will lead us to the Medalla Valley and the alpine 
tarn at the top of the basin. As we gain elevation, the sweeping expanse of rock and ice that 
surrounds us on all sides comes into breathtaking view. We will camp in Medalla Valley, 
adjacent to a stunning blue alpine lake that particularly hardy souls might jump in. 
(Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Medalla Camp) 
 
Day 5  
Today we will leave camp at the Alpine Lake and trek down valley through old growth 
Forests following the Medalla River down 700 meters to the confluence with the Rio Claro, 
crossing this river before we arrive to camp.  Here we will make our last camp near the old 
ranch house “El Puesto” of the Sol de Mayo.  The trek downhill is on difficult terrain, 
forested, and will be 6 hours in length.  (Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Puesto 
Camp) 
 

Day 6 
We arrive back to Sol de Mayo after 
a short three-hour trek down the Rio 
Claro, which we will have to cross. 
From there, we are on great trail for 
the easy stroll down to the Ranch.  
Back at the ranch we will once again 
have hot showers, a comfortable 
place to camp, the wonderful sounds 
of horses, sheep, chickens and the 
constant flow of the Rio Claro.  We’ll 
enjoy a celebratory traditional 
Patagonian cooked over an open fire, 
and reflect on the incredible journey 
we’ve shared. (Included: Breakfast, 
Lunch, Dinner, Sol de Mayo Camp) 

 
 



Day 7 
A much-deserved day without a 
schedule, filled with washing, 
cleaning, resting, relaxing, fishing, 
cooking, eating, reading, writing -- 
all in the stunning setting of Sol de 
Mayo Ranch. Numerous day hikes 
will be available to nearby 
overviews and summits, or into 
the rich old-growth temperate 
rainforest behind the Ranch. You 
can also paddle the Rio Colonia in 
a pack-raft, or enjoy a bird-
watching expedition to see 
condors, Magellanic woodpeckers, 
chucaos, and kingfishers. Sol de 
Mayo is also home to loving cats and dogs who will be eager for your attention and 
affection. (Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Sol de Mayo Camp) 

 
Day 8 
After saying goodbye to Sol de 
Mayo we trek down to the 
Colonia River, an easy 2 hour 
walk with a river crossing in a 
large oar boat. From there, it is a 
two hours of driving in pick-up 
trucks for the evening at the 
Green Baker Lodge and a well 
deserved hot tub on the shores of 
the iconic Rio Baker, Chile’s 
most famous river. (Included: 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Lodge 
Accommodation) 
 
Day 9 
Today is a transfer day back to 
the Balmaceda airport for 

outbound flights.  We will take five hours to drive the Southern Highway, taking in the 
awe-inspiring views it offers of General Carrera Lake and the Cerro Castillo Mountains. 
PAEX’s services end upon your safe arrival to either Balmaceda Airport or Coyhaique. 
(Included: Breakfast, Lunch, transport to Balmaceda) 
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